
Dear Parents & Friends, 
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St Michael’s Year 6 Shine in the Nations Capital 
 

Last week I had the great pleasure to spend two days with our Year 6 children and members of our teaching 
team. 
 

I would like to share some reflections and insights that support everything that our “Mission and Vision” 
speak of, that is to ENGAGE, EMPOWER and REFLECT. 
 

This two day teaching and learning event required a great deal from our children. 
 

At the Electoral Office, Parliament House and the CSIRO Centre our children were required to demonstrate 
high levels of skill in listening, speaking, comprehending and thinking.  At all times our children responded 
accurately to questions and challenges put to them by a variety of department officials. 
 

Staying overnight is always an exciting time for our senior students.  Once again I was particularly impressed 
by their maturity in working with catering staff and in “getting some level of sleep”. 
 

Probably one of the highlights of our trip is the visit to the Australian War Memorial.  As you can imagine 
this famous landmark evokes a great deal of emotion.  Our children’s response to this history and sacred-
ness of this monument was outstanding once again they demonstrated real empathy and compassion for 
the stories that unfolded during their visit. 
 

All in all these fine young children are a credit to themselves and their families. 
 

But it doesn't end there, during this period of time I observed closely the work of my colleagues.  As you 
would understand to take 109 children away overnight required great skill, knowledge and compassion. 
 

During this time I witnessed my colleagues support, guide, instruct and protect our children. 
 

Over these two days I witnessed my colleagues work as a team, supporting each other, continuously sharing 
the load of a 24/7 responsibility.  I also saw them have the time of their lives with our children, laughing and 
enjoying the “silly stuff”.  For me these are the “golden moments” of our job simply being in touch with the 
most precious people in the world….CHILDREN. 
 

On your behalf I thank and bless all teachers on this occasion I particularly wish to acknowledge: 
Anne Easton, Tina Barbuto, Jenni Coope, Anne-Marie Abrahams, Jo Lawson, Julia Reaidi, Charlotte Gourlie, 
Coley White.  I also sincerely thank Mrs Lynne Campbell for her work in coordinating not just this event but 
all school excursions.  WHAT A TEAM! 
 

Regards, 
 
 
 
 
John Laffan 
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From the Principal 
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JULY 

Wed 
25th 

Maths Olympiad 

Mon 
30th 

SCHOOL PHOTOS 
 

“ Primary Assembly - 4C & 
4M presenting - 2.15pm 

Tues 
31st 

ICAS English  
Competition 

AUGUST 

Wed 
1st 

Healthy Harold - MUFTI 
DAY 

“ P & F General Meeting - 
7pm 

Thurs 
9th 

School Voice of Youth 

Fri 
10th 

Year 4 Excursion to 
Observatory and Sydney 
Walking Tour 

Mon 
13th 

Whole School Assembly 
- 2.15pm 

Tues 
14th 

ICAS Mathematics 
Competition 

“ Blacktown Zone  
Athletics 

Wed 
15th 

Whole School Mass for 
Feast of Assumption 

St Michael’sSt Michael’sSt Michael’sSt Michael’s    

Celebrating 50 Years ofCelebrating 50 Years ofCelebrating 50 Years ofCelebrating 50 Years of    

“Loving One Another”“Loving One Another”“Loving One Another”“Loving One Another”    
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