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Newsletter

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
?Our 2018 Action Plan is our road map but its 

success is dependent upon you (the driver)                                      
and the depth of your relationships with all 

other stakeholders.? JL.
Dear Parents and Friends

This week we will meet with our children?s teachers 
to discuss the year ahead. This is an opportunity for 
us to share our deep understanding of our work. It 
is also a moment to share our hopes in fostering 
the growth of all our children.

I encourage you to attend these meetings and 
spend some time sharing with your children?s 
teachers our 2018 goals. Allow this time to deepen 
your understanding as to how you can support and 
learn with your children.

In Religious Educat ion our goal states, ?Students 
demonstrating ?spiritual sense? in scripture through 
the life and mission of Nano Nagle.? In sharing this 
with you we are confirming our unique nature as a 
?faith filled community.? In going deeper and 
speaking of our strategies, including,purposeful talk, 
guided meditation and exploring scripture,we will be 
confirming the living out of our faith.

In Lit eracy and Num eracy our action plan speaks 

of ?1 year?s growth for all students.? Our goals also 
refer to?deep analysis of data informing our teaching 
and learning.?

I hope that you will have time in understanding 
what the data is telling us. In other words we will 
take time to share all the professional ?noticings?, 
that are starting to influence our professional 
judgements.

Our action plans state that, ?Students will engage in 
rich independent reading tasks that are purposeful 
and engaging.?Our time on Tuesday evening is an 
important moment to share how and why these are 
important strategies. 

In numeracy, again we speak of ?1 year?s growth in 
place value, multiplication and division. ?As in Literacy 
I encourage our teaching teams to share 
professional judgements following our participation 
and validation of the MAI. Our strategies in the Plan 
state, ?Students will engage in differentiated and 
challenging mathematical tasks. ?It also states that, 
?Students will identify their mathematical strengths 
and challenges.?  I have asked our teachers to 
consider  sharing a sample of a Lesson Int ent ion , 
allowing you to see the high level of collaboration 
and professional judgements we make in planning 
all learning opportunities.

This week we have an opportunity to grow our 
relationships. I encourage you to see first- hand the 
high level of professionalism and dedication we 
bring to our community.

Love One Another, 

John Laffan
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Kids Helpline 1800 551 800 Lifeline 13 11 14

SCHOOL FEES - URGENT ALERT

2018 fee statements for St Michael's have been INCORRECTLY 
issued with Mother Teresa''s Biller Code (636068).

Could you please disregard t h is code and use our  CORRECT 
Bil ler  Code for  St  Michael's which is 535328.

If you have any concerns regard this please do not hesitate to contact the school office.

Wednesday, 21st February Kindergarten BBQ and Information Night - 5.30pm-7.30pm

Friday, 23rd February Diocesan Swimming Carnival

Friday, 23rd February Welcome to Nagle - Year 6 Girls - 9am-12noon

Monday, 26th February Whole School Assembly - 2.00pm - NRL visit to Stage 3 11.30am-3.00pm

Wednesday, 28th February School Cross Country - Year 3-6

Thursday, 1st March P & F Executive Meeting - 3.15pm

Friday, 2nd March Beginning of School Mass - Induction of Student Leaders - 9.30am

Wednesday, 7th March GRIP Leadership Day - student leaders attending

Wednesday, 7th March P & F Meeting - 6.30pm - ALL WELCOME
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Dear Parents & Friends,

At t endance
We know there are some circumstances for children to miss school .We ask where possible 
your children are at school everyday. Here is some research showing what the effect on 
learning can be when absent regularly.

 

 

 

We need our  st udent s t o be a school t o have chance at  being successful learners t o 
t heir  fu l l  pot ent ial.Please suppor t  your  children in ensur ing t hey are at  school as      
of t en as possible.

Deborah Cox

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

St Michael's Primary School
Blacktown South

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL REPORT 
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Black t own Zone Sw im m ing 

Last Wednesday 17 students 
represented St Michael?s at 
the zone swimming carnival 
at Mount Druitt Pool. It was 
an extremely hot day for the 
swimmers, I?m sure they 
were grateful for the oppor-
tunity to dive into the water 
to ?cool off? and race. We had some great re-
sults on the day, with many swimmers pro-
gressing to this Fridays Diocesan Carnival.

Thank you to our wonderful parent helpers 
on the day Mrs Gardoll and Mrs Dudgeon, 
we are ever so grateful for the support you 
provided in helping St Michael?s fulfil our 
duties. To Mrs Clark who did an awesome 
job ensuring our students all swam in their 
events, we say THANK YOU.

A super CONGRATUALTIONS to August 
Cryeszko in year 3 and Sebastian Fenech in 
Year 5, August was awarded Junior Boy 
Champion swimmer and Sebastian the 11 
year boys Runner Up.We wish all our repre-
sentative swimmers the best of luck this Fri-
day as they compete in the Diocesan 
carnival.

August. C? 50mtr freestyle, 50mtr breast-
stroke, 50mtr backstroke & 50mtr butterfly

Maisy. C? 50mtr freestyle

Sebastian F ? 100mtr freestyle, 50mtr 
freestyle, 50mtr backstroke & 50mtr 
butterfly

Peyton R ? 50mtr freestyle & 50mtr 
backstroke

Rafael V ? 50 mtr butterfly

Jnr Boys relay ? August, Xavier F, Francesco 
T, Jared R

Cross Count ry Wednesday 28t hFebruary 

It?s almost that time of the year again when 
we hold our annual St Michael?s cross-
country. This event is held on the school 
grounds from 9-11am for all students in 
years 3 to 6. It is a compulsory school day 
for all children. A general information sheet 
was sent home yesterday. All students in 
years 3 to 6 will be reminded of their house 
colour this week during PE lessons as well 
as given an opportunity to walk our cross-
country course. Parents & family members 
are welcome to attend and support your 
children on the day.

We ask for your support this week in having 
a conversation with your child around the 
age group they need to compete in. Our 
cross-country races are run in age groups 
and boys and girls separately. Students will 
run in the age group that corresponds with 
how old they will or have turned in 2018.

Children who are:-

Born in 2010 ? compete in the 8 years

Born in 2009 ? compete in the 9 years

Born in 2008 ? compete in the 10 years

Born in 2007 ? compete in the 11 years

Born in 2006 ? compete in the 12 years

Born in 2005 ? compete in the 13 years

Our junior age groups (8, 9 & 10 years) run 
2km = 2 laps of the course.

Our senior age groups (11, 12 & 13 years) 
run 3km = 3 laps of the course.

SPORTS NEWS 
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In last Sunday?s gospel passage, we have a picture of Jesus preparing himself for his public 
ministry. He takes himself out into the wilderness, away from all that he has known until 
this time, to reflect on his life so far and this next vital stage that he is about to enter. In the 
wilderness, Jesus is tempted. He has to face his own doubts and demons before he sets off 
on the road of his public ministry. When he leaves the desert wilderness and enters back 
into Galilee he immediately begins to preach and, in the first words accredited to him in this 
gospel, Jesus announces that the kingdom of God is at hand and it?s time to repent and 
believe. It?s a call to open your eyes and get with the program!

The Jordan Valley was a relatively fertile area. However, Jesus would not have had to travel 
too great a distance to find himself in very arid, desert-like wilderness. Crossing the River 
Jordan and climbing out of the Jordan Valley to the east, Jesus would have emerged onto the 
northern part of the Trans Jordan Plateau and the edge of the Syrian Desert. The area was 
not only geographically rough but it was also full of bandits and rebels. It was a dangerous 

We will be requiring many parent helpers to assist on the day, NOTE current Parramatta 
Diocesan Child Protection must be up to date to volunteer with school events. We would 
appreciate as many helpers as possible and ask kindly if you are able to help that you fill in 
the slip at the bottom of the information sheet that your child received yesterday. If these 
could be returned to school ASAP it would be wonderful.

Coles Spor t  for  Schools 

We have registered for the Coles sport for schools program and our collection bin should 
arrive shortly. If you receive any vouchers the children can place them in the office bag or 
give them to Mrs Budd until our collection bin arrives. This is a great initiative to allow us to 
trade the vouchers for some great sport equipment for the children of St Michael?s.

Yours in Sport

Mrs Cristy Budd/ Mr Joe Ng

PE TEACHERS 
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place to be. However, the desert wilderness holds great significance in the Bible as a 
place of preparation for a new stage of life or a new relationship with God.

We will welcome all new members of our school community next Friday, 2nd March at 
our Beginning School Mass at 9.30am in the Church. Please feel most welcome to 
attend.

Anne Easton

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR

FROM THE LIBRARY
Missing books - Unfortunately there are still quite a lot of books overdue from 2017. If 
you find any books at home with a St Michaels barcode on the front cover, please send 
them to the Library. It does not matter how late they are, we are always glad to get 
them back. Often they are books that other students would like to borrow.

Book Club - Book club orders closed today - Tuesday 20th February. Orders can no 
longer be accepted as this could delay all school orders sent in time. If you missed this 
issue, there will be another brochure going out next term.

Book Cover ing - There are many new books in the Library that need to be covered 
before students can borrow them.

If you are able to cover some books, please call in to the Library to collect some to be 
covered at home.. All covering materials will be provided - contact for soft covers and 
non-stick plastic for hard covers. All help will be greatly appreciated.

Library bags - Just a reminder that all students should have a cloth Library bag with 
their name on it. This helps us find the owner when several students have the same 
style.

Mrs Judy Buhagiar

TEACHER LIBRARIAN
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