
Dear Parents and Friends,  
 
Over the weekend, Pope Francis made 
Mother Teresa a saint. She was a woman 
of great compassion who served the 
poor and held a similar vision to Pope 
Francis in ensuring “a poor church for 
the poor.”  
 

Her vision was shared by Nano Nagle, 
who lived out the mission of the Church, 
by reaching out to those in need. As we 
celebrate our new saint let us share her 
many messages of love to our children.  
 

 
This Sunday we will celebrate together as a community 
and enjoy the many events of the Spring Fair. It will be a 
wonderful day of rides, food, stalls, entertainment and 
prizes. We hope you, your friends and family can join us 
for the day.  
 

Mr Laffan and I have mentioned many times that to ensure 
the safety of all of our children it is important that all visitors 
sign in at the school office. In the mornings, it is Kiss and 
Drop and then we kindly ask that you exit via the school 
gates. In the afternoon, please wait outside the gates and 
our staff will bring all children to the dismissal areas safely.  
I appreciate your support in following this. 
 

 

Please respect our neighbours in surrounding streets by not 
parking over driveways and obeying the street signs. Please do 
not park in St Hedwig’s property. We are all on team St 
Michael’s so it is important that we are following the rules and 
respecting others.  
 

Looking forward to seeing you at the Spring Fair! 
 
Blessings to you and your families. 
Katherine McKay 
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SEPTEMBER 
Wed 
7th 

Choir and Orches-
tra visit to  
St Hedwig’s  
Nursing Home 
9.45am-12.30pm 

Fri 
9th 

Year 3 excursion to 
Lessons Afloat 
 
Maths Olympiad 

Sun 
11th 

SPRING FAIR 

Fri 
16th 

Stage 2 Touch Gala 
Day 

Fri 
23rd 

St Michael’s Day 
Mass—9.30am 
 
Parent Morning 
Tea, Creative Arts 
Presentations 
 
Snack Pack Lunch 
 
TERM 3  
CONCLUDES 

OCTOBER 
Mon 
10th 

TERM 4 
COMMENCES 



ROYAL COMMISSION INTO INSTITUTIONAL RESPONSES TO CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE  
The Diocese of Parramatta is required to appear before the Royal Commission into Institutional             
Responses to Child Sexual Abuse, Case Study 44. This public hearing is expected to begin on Monday 12 
September 2016. For more information please refer to the Royal Commission web-
bite  www.childabuseroyalcommission.gov.au/public-hearings/case-studies 
For anyone needing information and support please contact the Diocese of Parramatta information 
line on (02) 8838 3470. Operational from 03/09/2016 until 07/10/2016, Mon to Fri 7am-10pm, Sat and 
Sun 9am-5pm. 
The Child Protection Information Line 1300 661 015 is available for families who would like more infor-
mation about protocols or support services in Catholic schools run by the Diocese of Parramatta.  
Concerns or allegations about any criminal offence should be reported to NSW Police on 131 444.  
The Diocese of Parramatta is committed to continuously reviewing and improving its child protection 
policies and procedures. For more information please visit www.safeguarding.org.au 

From the Acting Assistant Principal 
Dear Parents and Friends,  
Last week at St Michael’s we celebrated National Literacy and Numeracy Week.  The week was a fantas-
tic celebration of our commitment and 
passion towards developing our students 
to be highly effective readers and writers 
and mathematical thinkers and problem 
solvers. The opportunity to visit our class-
room spaces during the week showcased 
how at St Michael’s innovative and highly competent instruction of literacy and numeracy is taking place 
on a daily basis. At St Michael’s we strive to implement the most current instructional practices in both 
literacy and numeracy to ensure the best outcomes for students. National Literacy and Numeracy Week 
served as a reminder of the importance of literacy and numeracy to student future learning, life partici-
pation and work opportunities. So how can we continue to work in partnership to develop our young 
children’s skills in literacy and numeracy?  
 

You can make a difference 
 
Parents and carers can have a big impact on their children’s education. By providing learning opportuni-
ties and support at home you can help encourage literacy and numeracy learning from an early age right 
through to high school.   
Top Literacy and Numeracy Tips for Parents 
 
Early Years (EY) & Primary (P) 
 
Literacy 
 (EY) Try to make reading time a happy part of your daily routine – just 10 

minutes a day can make a big difference. Check out Learning Potential for tips 
and ideas on reading to your child. 

 (P)  Try to spend at least 10 minutes a day reading with your child, it will 
make a difference to how well they do at school. Listen to them reading and 
keep reading aloud together even when they are able to read for themselves 
to improve their fluency and vocabulary. 

 (EY) Have a range of children’s books available around the home and within reach for your child to 
choose at any time.  

 (P) Visit your local library and let your child choose books they like. Borrow books and audio books 
you can read and listen to together.  
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 (EY) Telling stories, nursery rhymes and singing songs are a great way to improve your little one’s 
vocabulary, memory and rhythm for reading. 

Numeracy 
 (EY) Talk about numbers and count things with your child every day.  
 (P)  Help your child see how you use maths in everyday life. For example, explore 

how you use fractions in cooking; percentages while shopping; distance in driving; 
keeping score in sports games and telling the time. 

 (EY) Cooking with your child is great for developing early maths skills. Talk to your 
child about shapes, sizes and quantities while they watch or help you cook. For 
example, ‘I need one large carrot and one small potato’ or ‘I am cutting our sand-
wiches in triangles today.’ 

 (P) Maths is a learned skill that improves with practise. Encourage your child to use what they al-
ready know to help them solve investigations and problems they find challenging. Talk positively 
about maths and encourage your child to practise as much as possible as part of a regular routine.  

 
Check out the government's new Learning Portal App for further support at 
www.learningpotential.gov.au. The Learning Potential App is packed with helpful tips and inspiring ways 
you can be more involved in your child’s learning.  
 

Attending school everyday is important! 
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Returning Absentee Notes Reminder 
If your child is absent due to illness please ensure you provide written details relating to their absence 
on the day of their return to school—you can also send an ABSENTEE NOTE via your phone, tablet or           

computer!   HAVE YOU DOWNLOADED THE SKOOLBAG APP 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for your cooperation in this process. 
God Bless 
Mr Coley White  
ACTING ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 
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RE News 
Next Sunday we will hear about the three parables that appear in Luke 15 and are unique to the gospel 
of Luke – none of the other gospels use these parables. They are the parable of the Lost Coin, Lost Sheep 
and Lost Son. They are used by the gospel writer to further highlight a theme that runs throughout this 
gospel: the release and acceptance of those who are oppressed and afflicted. More than any other gos-
pel, this one portrays Jesus as having a special care and compassion for those who have been rejected 
by society.  
 Who are the ‘Lost’ we see each day?  
 How can we help them be ‘Found’?  
 Do we try to help the ‘Lost’? 
 

This week we pray for the children and their families who are receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
We pray that they will know the gifts of the Holy Spirit in their lives. 

Mrs Anne Easton 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR 
 

LOVE ONE ANOTHER 

ST MICHAEL’S PRIMARY SCHOOL                                                                                                                                                                                                                      Page 5 



Uniform Shop 
Term 4 is  

SUMMER UNIFORM TIME (from Monday 10 October 2016) 

Beat the rush & start thinking about your uniform needs 
Normal trading hours: 

Wednesday 8:15am – 11:00 am 
Orders can also be placed through the office 

We are also open in the school holidays:  

Wednesday 5 October 2016 

8:30 am – 12:30 pm 
For any queries please phone: 

(02) 9622 9910 

From The Office 
URGENT—all parents who currently have children at St Michael’s that have siblings 
wishing to attend next year please make application as soon as possible as places are 
filling fast and only limited vacancies. 
 
Also if you have friends or family wishing to apply please ask them to make contact with 
the school now. 
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BUILDING CHILD SAFE COMMUNITIES - FOR ALL VOLUNTEERS  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations 
CONGRATULATIONS to the students who received an OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT 
AWARD  at  our Whole School  Assembly:  
 
KW      KR         KH       KP  
Sienna Cataldo   Tianah Xerri       Madison Rendon     El izabeth Toole  
Alan Castelino    Maurice Smith       Adhiraaj Shrestha  Abram Shenouda  
 
1J      1G         1S       1C  
Meya Kinnane -Pearce  Bella Chand       Bhavrit  Sidhu     Aiden O’Connor  
Ashray Puri    Darcy Said       Sharon Piya      Jasmine Vella  
 
2S      2M         2C       2L  
Jordan Elia    Levi Waters       Venkata Ravi     Breanna De Souza  
Josephine Dear   Samantha Macrohon  Lucy Perry      Simon Lattouf  
 
3R      3T         3B       3S  
Ethan Ahmed    Jazelle Vel la       Isabel la Ciccone     Joy Malak  
Georgia Langshaw   Vaneet Brar       Samathan Capati     Mackenzie Lil l ia  
4E      4M         4X       4S  
Luke Fletcher    Lauren Esangga      Zviko Nyamutswa  Eklavya Saini  
Abigale Montoya   Jayden Santos       Donna Dimmy     Natasha Luiz  
 
5A      5B         5C       5S  
Zac Smith     Nikshay Nand       Riley Deluca     Mandera Elias  
Angelize Estil    Ella Suarez       Fredritz Bril lo     Joachim Tabone  
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6W      6P         6E       6C  
Ava Roach    Olivia Sultana       Angelena Haddad  Nathaniel Darmali  
Matthias Barrett   Liam Cruz       Marina Simic     Brendan Fares  
 

 

 

 

Premier’s Reading Challenge 
CONGRATULATIONS to the following children who have completed the Premier’s Reading Challenge.

 

The NSW Premier’s Reading Challenge has now closed for 2016. 

Books you read after the Challenge closes can count towards next year's Challenge. 

All students that have completed the Premier’s Reading Challenge and have entered all books online, will receive a certificate 

in November.  

Miss Rodriguez and Miss Galea   

 
 
 
 
 

Sebastian Cortez KH 

Benjamin Furiscal KH 

Nicholas Ciccone KH 

Ashleen Kaur KH 

Brendan Myint KH 

  

  

  

Sophie Konnecke KH 

Jeeran Rajeevan KH 

Lauren Renouf KH 

Heath Warren KH 

Claire De Vos KH 

Abram Shenouda KP 

  

Nathan Saws KR 

Xayne Casipit KR 

Lucian Nyamutswa KR 

Surkhaab Sharma KR 

Angela Mickaiel KW 

Nicholas Serra KW 

  

Flyn O’Neill 1C 

Sally Mangala 1C 

Rey Pila 1C 

Meera Chand 1C 

Cooper Debono 1S 

Max Taborsky 1J 

Joshua San Luis 1J 

Emily McCann 1J 

Francesco Tabone 2C 

Rhythm Pandya 2C 

Analise Mafi 2S 

Charlise Warren 2L 

  

Neha Lal 2S 

Nicole Hathi 2S 

Timothy De Vos 2S 

Jared Ragasajo 2S 

  

Keira Santa Maria 2S 

Samantha Macrohon 2M 

Rafael Vidovic 3S 

George Basili 3S 

Alyssha Reichel 3S 

Joy Malak 3S 

Athalie Nepomuceno 3S 

Rubal Sraw 3S 

Mackenzie Lillia 3S 

Sahej Singh 3R 

Owais Mohammed 3R 

Gabrielle Behrens 3T 

Bethany Xiberras 3T 

Arnav Puri 3T 

Samara Serra 3T 

Isabella Ciccone 3B 

Alyssha Reichel 3S 

Alexia Francis 3S 

Joanna Fernando 4S 

Esha Varma 4S 

Dante Carbone 4S 

Michael Kositse 4S 

Natasha Luiz 4S 

Zviko Nyajmutswa 4X 

Jenille Calingao 4M 

 

Aiden Galea 5B 

Fredritz Brillo 5C 

Aimee Gatt 5A 

Nikshay Nand 5B 

  

Shannon Gibbins 6W 

Sahib Singh 6C 
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P&F News.....   
 
P&F Meeting -  Our meeting was held on Wednesday 24 t h  August. It  was wonderful to 
hear of the proposed plans for the infants play area and what our funding can be used 
for. We discussed our commitment to building on our community spir it  and this has 
been seen in the support of so many families who have been volunteering at some of 
our ventures up until now. We thank all  of the parents who took the time to attend on 
that very rainy night. It ’s great to see some familiar as well  as new faces at the table.  

 
Father’s Day Stall:  I t  goes w ithout say ing that  our Father ’s Day stal l  w as another   
success. This would not have been the case without the wonderful support of our    
volunteers. We would l ike to show our appreciation to Mirella Sandro, Karen Estrada, 
Shane Tabone, Wendy Evans, Danielle Gril ls,  Lucia Wormleaton, Sharon Borg,          
Cath Fury, Jo Stacks,  Donna Dungeon, Leanne Dever. And of course a warm thank you 
to our organisers Maria Ridout and Kristen Gardoll,  who without their hard work we 
would not have had a stall .  We hope all  dads had a wonderful day on Sunday.  
 
Spring Fair :  The fair  i s  just  days  aw ay and w e have been very busy  preparing al l  of  
the prizes for our famous Chocolate Wheel. A huge thank you to Karen Regner,  Karen 
Estrada, Belinda Warren, Leanne Cash, Kristen Gardoll  and Mary who came along and 
assisted Maria, Heidi  and Jackie on the weekend to put these all  together.  
 
White Elephant Stal l :  We are sti l l  accepting second hand or  new  i tems for  our White 
Elephant stall .  You can drop these off in the kiss and drop during the week or on      
Saturday afternoon between 2pm and 4pm.  
 
Ride Bands:  A l l  r ides are confirmed and w e are sel l ing r ide bands each day this  w eek  
at the front and back of the school. $25 each or $30 on the day for unlimited rides.  
Rides are $5 each. Please note: You will  receive a receipt to exchange for the ride 
bands on the day. Please keep this receipt as proof of purchase. This wil l  also be      
required for a refund in the event of rain on the day.  
 
We look forward to seeing you all  at the fair…. Please make sure you tell  your family 
and friends as we will  have lots of stal ls,  food, entertainment,  rides and more!  
 
 
P&F Team  
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Sports News 
Netball      
On Tuesday of week 6 St Michael’s had 7 netball teams participate in the St Nicho-
las Netball Gala Day in Penrith. We would like to thank our parents/grandparents 
and teachers for their assistance on the day with the teams. Special thanks to Mrs 
Andrews, Mrs Carbone, Mrs Grills, Mrs Truscott, Mrs O’Callaghan, Miss Speed, Mrs 
Foxe and Mr Xuereb for all of your efforts on the day. 
 
Lots of netball was played on the day and there were some very tired bodies at the end of the day. It 
was a mixture of results for most teams, which was a superb effort when you take into consideration the 
amount of children who actually play netball as their chosen sport. Our senior girls were winners of their 
pool, CONGRATULATIONS to you all a superb job on the day with Mrs Foxe at the helm. These girls were 
presented with their winners medals at last week’s assembly. 
 
Athletics    

On Friday of last week St Michael’s had a huge representation of athletes at the Parramatta 
Diocesan Athletics Carnival in Blacktown. Our children were running, throwing and jumping 
throughout the day. All of the children should be extremely proud for the opportunity of 
representing Blacktown Zone at the Diocesan Carnival, this is a fantastic achievement. We 
have 3 athletes who gained selection into the Parramatta Diocesan Athletics team to com-

pete at the Mackillop Athletics Trials on Monday 19th September at Homebush. Congratulations and best 
of luck to Gloria Kuri in the 8 years girls 100m, Owen Evans in the 11yrs boys Long Jump and Christina 
Neria in the Snr girls Discus.  
 
Touch Football Stage 2    
Thank you to all of the children who trialled for these teams, we had approximately 50 
boys try out which was a huge task to narrow down to the final 9 places. Congratula-
tions to all of the boys and girls who were selected, all permission notes have been sent 
home with the children. All notes need to be returned to school ASAP, the children will 
be training at school during lunch time. Look forward to sharing our results in the next 
newsletter. 
 
Basketball Trials     

With the Basketball gala day quite early in Term 4 ( week 3), we will be holding trials for 
the St Michael’s basketball teams over the next few weeks. The children will be notified at 
school as to when those trials will be. Please speak with your child and if they are interest-
ed remind them to listen out for the basketball trial announcements. 
 

 
How much water do children need?    
The amount of fluid that children need varies between individual children. The older the 
child, the more fluid they need. Children should drink approximately 1–1½ litres of fluid 
a day.  Children will need more when they are physically active and on hot and humid 
days. Water is the best drink – for both children and adults – in all situations. 
 
We are constantly encouraging and reminding children to bring a drink bottle to PE lessons filled with 
water. This is important especially as we start to experience warmer weather in the coming months. 
 
Yours in Sport 
Mrs Cristy Budd/ Mr Jeff Phillips 
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Mrs Jan Crawford—Canteen 
Mrs Geny Cleary—Canteen 

THANK YOU to the wonderful sponsors of our DANCE-A-THON. 
Please support these businesses if possible. 

Central Book Suppliers 

NORTH GOSFORD 

BELLA VISTA 


